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definite bacillary lesions.. Among these 133 cases there 1
were 114 cases of pulmonary tuberculosis, all with more or J

less fever, and 14 cases of serous membrane tuberculosis, 
the remainder being cases of osseous, intestinal, and renal 

‘

tuberculosis. In the second group, comprising the suspicious (

cases, there were only six patients and these gave varying 
results. In the third group, that of cases clinically non-
tuberculous, there were 74 patients, of whom 67 gave com-

plete haemolysis. The cases comprised instances of influenza,
pneumonia, broncho-pneumonia, emphysema, enteric fever,
rheumatism, and other general and local ailments. Seven

of the cases showed a partial hasmolysis only, giving an
indication not in agreement with the clinical features of the

patients. M. BERGERON therefore concludes that the method

is of value, but that it is not infallible.
A paper on the same subject is recorded in the Comptes

Rendus des S&eacute;ances de la Societe de Biologie of Jan. 15th by
M. D. JACOBSON. This observer has tried to render the reaction

more sensitive by nsing a smaller quantity of complement, so
that there shall be less likelihood of any remaining over from
the first antigen-antibody combination. He therefore

employed half a drop of guinea-pig’s complement instead of
a drop. He examined 160 urines-68 from non-tuberculous

cases and 92 from patients suffering from that disease. Of the
’68 non-tuberculous cases 66 gave complete haemolysis with
half a drop of complement. Among the 92 tuberculous cases
38 showed complete or partial absence of haemolysis with a
whole drop of complement. The remaining 54 gave com-

plete haemolysis. They were afebrile cases in good general
condition, with latent or strictly localised lesions. On

testing them with half a drop of complement 38 showed
partial or complete absence of hasmolysis. M. JACOBSON

concludes that even in latent tuberculous disease, where
there is no evidence of general intoxication, small

quantities of toxin may occur in the circulation, and

may be able to be demonstrated on using smaller quantities of

complement instead of the quantity originally recommended.
These observations are of considerable interest, and the

method may prove to be of great practical value in diagnosis,
since it has the merit over the recent diagnostic procedures
involving the use of tuberculin on the patient that it does
not produce any disturbance of the patient and can be carried
out in the laboratory.

Annotations.

MEDICINE, LITERATURE, AND BULWER-LYTTON.

" Ne quid nimis."

WHEN in the winter of 1854 Sir Edward Bulwer (after-
wards Lord) Lytton addressed the Associated Debating
Societies of Edinburgh, of which he had been made honorary
president, he dwelt on the fascination possessed by the
healing art, particularly on its physio-psychological side,
for all cultured minds, and concluded by offering a

prize for the best essay on the inter-relations of the
mental and the corporeal constitution of man. The suc-

cessful competitor, among many drawn from every
academic faculty, was the clinical assistant of Pro-

fessor Hughes Bennett, Dr. John Glen, whose essay

published in the following year held the field till farther

research, physiological and psychological, had wrought a
radical change in the whole subject. Throughout his long
and laborious life, indeed, Lord Lytton seldom ceased to be
under the spell of the fascination on which he dwelt so elo-
quently, and Mr. Escott’s brilliant monograph comes oppor-
tunely, not only to revive interest in the author of ’’ My
Novel " with its admirable character sketch of Dr. Riccabocca,
but also in the list of names, medical and surgical,
associated with the theory and practice which found favour
in the "thirties " and subsequent decades of last century.
Quite early in the volume we are introduced to Dr. Elliotson,
who, apart from the mystic side of his productivity, did

much careful and suggestive work on the action of drugs,
besides, by precept and practice, contributing largely to
clinical resource, and who, moreover, laid the world under
incalculable obligation by saving the life of Thackeray,
whose gratitude finds measurable and touching expression
in the dedication of " Pendennis. "" A later chapter
makes the reader acquainted with the gifted Budd family,
at least three of whom rose to high and wide repu-
tation far beyond their West of England birthplace and
sphere of activity-one of whom performed for Bulwer-

Lytton and Benjamin Disraeli a service not less vital than
Elliotson achieved for the author of " Vanity Fair." Bearing
more or less directly on the healing art, the physical, par-
ticularly the chemical and bio-chemical, sciences, as Mr.
Escott points out, had irresistible attractions for his

hero, whose" I Caxtoniana " are fraught with sympathetic
allusions to Mary Somerville and Michael Faraday, and
to their influence in widening and extending the mental
horizon of the contemporary world. Not that all this

genuine interest in the medical art and its congeners
was unaccompanied with error, or for that matter with

dangerous fallacy. In fact, the enthusiastic amateur, with his
lapses into practice " adopted in haste and repented of
at leisure," had his counterpart in Bulwer-Lytton, with

his impulsive resort to quackery, till hard-earned experi-
ence taught him the truth of the adage that as " the
amateur lawyer has a fool for his client and the amateur
divine a quack for his priest and a gull for his congre-

gation, so the amateur consultant has a dupe for his

patient." Mr. Escott, as the conscientious biographer,
makes no concealment of his hero’s tendency to fads,
as throwing light on that love of premature generalisa-
tion which to some extent mars the skilful plot, the

vivid portrayal of character, and the finished, scholarly
style which still reward perusal of his earlier work. Not

till later in life, when the years that bring the philosophic
mind had sobered and steadied his judgment, did

Bulwer-Lytton make a full revelation of his powers in "The
Caxtons," "My Novel, ’ "Kenelm Chillingly, and "The
Parisians "-works which form a counterfoil, nay, a

positive rebuke, to a great deal that is profusely
turned out and eagerly read in contemporary fiction.

Abandoning the high priori road which starts from
no premises and leads to no conclusion, he settled down
to the study of real life in its typical development?, giving
scope for the first time to the well-trained intellect
which made Thackeray say of him (as Mr. Escott reminds
us), " I would gladly give half of my reputation to be able to
put the other half on a basis of scholarship and literature
equal to Bulwer-Lytton’s." This tribute, honourable alike to
its author and its recipient, was worth reproducing, if only to
attract the public to an author whose prose and verse,

covering a wide and varied field of human experience,

1 Edward Bulwer, first Baron Lytton of Knebworth. By T. H. S.
Escott. London: George Routledge and Sons. 1910. One volume.
Price 7s. 6d. net.
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constitute for the careful reader something of a liberal educa- bE

tion," conveying much useful, if recondite, knowledge, ar

historical and social, and conducing to the masculine and S(

robust development of character traditionally associated with tb

the English name. 
____ 

w

KING EDWARD’S HOSPITAL FUND FOR LONDON. be

THE annual meeting of the President and General
Council of King Edward’s Hospital Fund for London was

held at Marlborough House on March 10th, His Royal
Highness the Prince of Wales, President of the Fund,
being in the chair. In order that there may be as little

delay as possible in the distribution of the money at the

disposal of this Fund a meeting of the council, which is
really a preliminary annual meeting, is held at the

end of each year, and the salient points of the pro-
ceedings on Thursday last will be found in our Annus

Medicus for 1909 (THE LANCET, Dec. 25th, p. 1927) and
in our issue for Jan. 1st of the present year (p. 59). The

total receipts for the year 1909 were 258,926 3s. 2d. This

sum was made up as follows: Donations, &pound;12,145 bs. 11d. ; I
contributions to capital, &pound; 279 3s. 10d together with ’,
&pound;13,782 5s. 8d. net profit on realisation of securities ; annual
subscriptions, &pound;23,615 2s. 7d. ; contrioution of the League of
Mercy, &pound;19,000 ; from the Lewis estate (exclusive of interest),
S75.000; legacies (including interest on Lewis legacy),
&pound;46,401 18s. 5d. interest from investments, &pound;68,502 5s. 9d. ;
together with &pound;200 from the trustees of the Bawden fund.
The amount distributed was &pound;150,000, being an increase of
&pound;10,000 over the sum distributed in 1908. The total sum
distributed amongst hospitals, convalescent homes, and con-
sumption sanatoriums since the foundation of the Fund now
exceeds &pound;1,000,000, the exact figure (after deducting grants
to the extent of &pound;4659 16s. 7d. that have been allowed to

lapse) being &pound;1,134,916 8s. 5d.

PURPURA H&AElig;MORRHAGICA DUE TO BENZOL
POISONING.

IN the Bulletin of the Johns Hopkins Hospital for
February, Dr. R. Selling has reported a remarkable series
of cases of benzol poisoning, which show the danger to

which workers with this substance are exposed and that

removal from its influence may not be sufficient to prevent
a fatal result. The cases occurred among workers em-

ployed in the "coating room" of a factory for the manu-
facture of tin cans. A mixture of rubber, resin, and

colouring matter dissolved in commercial benzol was used
as a substitute for solder. 23 hands were employed in
the room : 5 men as machinists, 4 girls as inspectors, and 14
girls between the ages of 14 and 16 at the coating machines.
Amongst the latter most of the cases, and all the serious
ones, occurred. One half of these girls fed the can covers
to the machines, which automatically coated them about

the margin with a thin layer of the mixture, while the
other half removed the covers. The covers were then piled
in trays, inspected, and allowed to dry by the evaporation of
the benzol. Ten gallons of benzol a day were used. In

spite of wide open windows and excellent ventilation a strong
odour of benzol pervaded the neighbourhood of the machines
and a weaker odour the rest of the room. The following is
an outline of one fatal case. A medical practitioner noticed
on June 1st, 1909, that a girl, aged 14 years, whose mother he
was attending for pneumonia, had marked pallor and a purpuric
eruption, though she felt well. Soon afterwards haemorrhages
occurred from the mouth and nose, and she was admitted
into the Johns Hopkins Hospital on June 28th. She had
been working at the coating machine for about four months
during which she had no symptoms. She ceased work in
consequence of her- mother’s illness. About a month

before admission she noticed blue spots on her arms.

and legs which came out slowly, a few at a time.

Soon afterwards bleeding from the gums, nose, and
throat commenced. A few days before admission there
was severe haemorrhage from the throat, which was con-
trolled with difficulty. For a week she had been in.

bed, the chief symptoms being weakness and giddi-
ness. On admission she was well nourished, but her skin
showed a waxy pallor, and her mucous membranes were very
pale. There was a general eruption of macules from 1 to a.
millimetres in diameter, varying in colour from purplish-red
to blue. On each shin was a large ecchymosis. The gums.
were slightly bleeding, but were not spongy. Extending from
the left tonsil to the right anterior pillar of the faeces was
a brown necrotic-looking mass surrounded by an inflamed
border. This had been the site of severe haemorrhage, which
was controlled by the application of ferrous sulphate.
The edge of the liver was felt 2 centimetres below

the ribs. The fundi were pale and showed numerous

haemorrhages and neuro-retinal oedema. Continuous but

slight oozing of blood from the mouth and throat took place
and a few fresh purpuric spots appeared. Blood examina-
tion showed 1,090,000 red corpuscles and 480 white per
cubic millimetre, and 11 per cent. of h&aelig;moglobin. The-

temperature ranged from 99.8&deg; to 104.6&deg; F. On July 3rd
the patient passed into a state of stupor, from which she
could not be roused, and death occurred on the 6th. The

necropsy showed fatty degeneration of the heart and liver-

and an aplastic condition of the bone marrow. Two other

girls were also admitted into the hospital with similar sym-
ptoms, of whom one died. Examination of the other

employees of the coating-room showed that two men and
two girls had a few purpuric spots but were free from other
symptoms. Blood examination revealed in them slight
ansemia and leucopenia (the leucocytes varying from 3900 to
5200). A series of similar cases which occurred in a factory
at Upsala for the manufacture of bicycle tyres has been
described by Santesson. I Benzol was used as a solvent for

the rubber. In these cases there was a marked purpuric
eruption and four were fatal. It is noteworthy that the
disease may progress in spite of the withdrawal from the
influence of the poison. 

--

THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY.

THE month of February of this year differed greatly from
the corresponding period in 1909 both in England and on the
continent of Europe, the temperature having been as much
as 40 or 50 higher in many parts of this country, about 70 at
Paris, Rome, Florence, and Biarritz, and 90 at Berlin.

Throughout England and the adjacent regions of France it
was also much wetter. rain falling with great frequency,
and the total amount being far more than the normal. In

spite of the frequent rain, however, fine, clear intervals were
so numerous that over the kingdom generally the sunshine
exceeded the average. In London (Westminster) the total
number of hours (54) was 30 hours in excess of the normal
for February. At Torquay, which appears to have been the
brightest spot in the kingdom and also one of the most rainy,
the climatic conditions were still more remarkable. The

sun shone during 117 hours, which is only seven hours less
than its record for February, while the total amount of
rainfall was as much as 5.91 inches. Only one day passed
without a measurable quantity of rain, and the very appre-
ciable amount of 0-04 inch or more fell on 23 days. The
total of 5’91 inches has only been exceeded in February once
during the past 34 years. The Scilly Isles maintained their
unrivalled reputation for equability of temperature, the

1 Archiv f&uuml;r Hygiene, 1897, p. 336.


